
nicnt a ticl fc. 
cell coniimiatiori eft 53oir»e, p cca 
Q il rcCertja a lup un noucl cljofc 
que ne fu(t pared He fcioi fecl)iec0 
HeDnnt le, confirmation, ^ I'fliiit le 
€>ci[5iuo^ jpoi't bicn g ti'el confirma- 
tion ab^fnryec lejs fccDices g queui* 
le tenant tient Ue lup, med il ne 
poit refrniec a lup noicl fcrDicco^ 



jfmim Conifi 

u void,- becaufc he 
him a new TKi \g which \ 
Parcel of his Services before tl 
Confirmation : And fo the Lord m 
well by fuch Confirmation abricl| 
the Services by which the Tenai 
hoidcth of him, but he cannot r« 
ierve to him new Services. 



^ 'T^tjiG upon tl)at \D\)ic\) bati) been fm'D bcfojc in tl;c ntft pjcccDing 5>c&ion 10 ctiOcji 
X anD uccDctt; no futcljct (Sjvlicntion, 



C T^^eni fi foit €)efo:m'o2, mefne, 
1 $ tenant, $ le tenant eft un 
i^tilie, Q tfent Ue niefne g certain 
fer\)ice!3 annualment, le qncl nan 
afcun caufe H'atjer acquittance en= 
lja:?3 Con mefnc pur poster bn'ef 
He G^cfne, ^c* en ceft cajj, fi Ic 
mefiic confirnia Teftate que I'abbe 
an en la terre, a a\;er $ tener le 
tcrrc a lup $ a feis fuccefi'o^d en 
Irankalmoigne, $c» en ceft m le 
confirmation eft bone, $ atjon* 
>^que«3 r^bbe tienn?a ne ic mefne en 
iFranUalmoigne* €t la caufe eft 
p ceo que nul noljel fecbice eft 
referue, car toutd leis femices 
cfpecialment fpccifies; font ertinftsi, 
$ nul rent eft referue al mefne 
fo?fque que T^bbc tient tie lup 
la terre, ^ ceo fift il neuant la 
confirmation, car celup que tient 
en Jfrankalmoigne, ne noit faire 
afcun co?po?al fertjice, iffint que 
g tiel confirmation il appiert 
que le mefne ne referua a lup 
G.P.'^' afcun nobel fer^icesJ, mesf 5 leis 
tenemcntjs terront tenus He lup 



ALfo if there be Lord, Mcfn 
and Tenant, and the Tenant 
an Abbot that hoJdcth of thcMcfr 
by certain Services yearly , ti. 
which hath no Caufe to have A< 
quittance againft his Mefne for t 
bring a Writ of Mefnc, dxc, in th 
Cafe, if the Mefne confirm tli 
Eftate that the Abbot hath in th 
Land, to have and to hold the Lan 
u n to h i m and h is Succelfors i n Franl^ 
almoignc, or Free-alms, (^c» in th 
Cafe this Confirmation is good, an 
then the Abbot hoidcth of th 
jNIefnc in Frankalmoigne : And th 
Caufe is, for that no new Service i 
refer ved, for all the Services fpc 
cially fpccified be extind, and n 
Rent is rcferved to the Mefne, bu 
the Abbot iliall hold the Land c 
him as it was before the Confirms 
tion ; for he that holdeth in Frank 
almoignc ought to do no bodily Ser 
vice J fo that by fuch Confirmatioi 
it appeareth the Mefnc fhall no 
referve unto him ahv new Service 
but that the Land i'hail be hoiwic 
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SOmc Perfons think thac laying a Tax upon 
Pdmed News, may be of Service^ buc in my 
Opimon, it will only give Encouragemenc to the 
News Writers to vent their own Opinions thro- 
cut Enghmd : befides the fmali Sum thac can be 
laifed ^ it is not worth mentioning. 



An E S S A Y, (^^. 

ALL Men pretend the Licentioufnefi of the 
Prefi to be a publick Grievance, but It is 
nnicfa eaiier to fkj it is fo^ than to prove it; 
or prefoibe a jHroper Remedy 5 nor is itdnr 
eafieft Grievance to Cure. 

To put a general ftop to publick Printing, would be 
a chedcfo Learning, a Prohibition of Knowledge, and 
make Inftfndion Contraband : And as Printii^ has 
been own*d to be the mod ufeful Invention ever ramrii 
out, in order to polifh the Learned World, make men 
Polite, and encreafe the Knowledge .of Letten, and 
thereby all ufeful Arts and Sciences; (b the high 
Perfedionof Human Knowledge mud be at a (land. 
Improvements ftop, and the Knowledge of Letters de- 
cay in the Kingdom, if a general Interruption ihoiikl 
be put to the Prefs. 

To Reftrain the Licentious Extravagance of Au- 
thors therefore, and bring the Prels onder Regulati- 
ons, is the Cafe before us, anddiis is for thatHnUba 
caird, J ft Ejfajf on the Bxgtdatiom cf the Prefs, 

Twould be endlefs to examine the Liberty taken 
by the Men of Wit in the World, the loofe they give 
themfelves in Print, at Religion, at Government, at 
Scandal 5 the prodigious loofenefs of the Pen, in 
broaching new Opinions in Religion, as well as in 
Politicks, are real.ScaQ4aUto the Nation, and well de* 
ierve a R^ulation* 

A a No 



NoNatibQlii the Ghriftian World, butoars, would: 
have fafFered fttch Booki as JJffB upon Death ^ Comanl 
agaxuft tbe Immbrtaliiy of the SouU ~— on Po1i« 
gamy 5 agaiuft the Trinity 5 B Theo- 
ry 5 and abundance more^ tending to Atheifm, Here* 
fie, aodi l^rellgbn, V^hoi^ £ pubUek Genfap-e, nor- 
ifao6lA Authors ITaire gone withont Cenfure and 
punifliment, in any place in Eurcfe^ but here. 

Oil thefe acoQums^ - 1 cannot but agree that a Hcga- 
Mtttn^ 6r ctae Reftnliiit of the Prefsi is^k^good work.. 
'But lAmistst and nk>ft meti^i Snqnisy . how fluU^ 
firlieicAtain'd ? 

By a Licenfe Office, fays a Mefienger of the Pk6; 
ttiaftl may be employ 'd to make work In the Town, 
at' ha»lKen done in the days of yore. , 

TluU t)his is the hopes of a forward Party upon* 
that heady- is very plain to mo ke one, burl (hall avoid 
diergfi^' ariy B^dy, and only pmeed to examine' 
what are she prc^ Goafcqaences of a Licenfe to the 
freft. 

Firft^ It makea tbe Prefs a flave to a Party 5 let 
it be which Party it will, I meddle not with that$. 
bat whatever Parqr of Men obtain the Reins of Ma- 
nagement, and have power to nanie the Perfon who 
ftiall Licenie the Prefs, that Party of Men have the 
whole power of keeping the World in Igponmce, In:' 
all nmtttrs* relating to Religion or Policy, fince the 
Writers of that Parity (ball have full liberty to impofe 
their Notions upon the World, and if any Man ofiers> 
f0*fe|)ly» the Lioenfer (hall refufe the Copy. 

This bat been accounted Arbitrary, and not the 
leaft<7rievance in former Reigns^ for indeed an ab« 
iblute fubmitting the Prefs to the will of a Licenfer, 
is bringing the whole Trade of Books, and the whc^e 
Body of Learnuigp onder the Arbitrary Powerof Mer- 
cenary Men.. Xlie.- 
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The Labours of the moft capable Scholar, tile Ela-^ 
Borate Works of the moO: exquifite Artift, the maft 
Pradical Difcourfe on the Divined Subjeft, DilTcrca- 
tions and Tranfaftions in aii Sciences (hall fall to the 
Ground, yarn! the Student lofe his Years of Labour, 
and the World theAdvantngeof his Learningand Parts, 
unlefs a fura of Mony can be rais'd to hrE>e a Merce- 
nary Licenfcr, and a Hackney Meflenger. ' 
, T would be endleft to reckon np the many Volumes 
jOn all needful Subjefts, which were abfolutely rcjeded 
in the days of the Prefs's Reftri<5tion, when the mofl: . 
Orthodox Divinity was fupprefs'd, becaufe the Man 
was not approv*d that wrote it, and a Book was 
Damn'd for the Author, not the Author for the Book. 
, This was a branch of Arbitrary Power in the Go- 
vernment 5 for in Rightful Governments they do not 
Tyrannize themfelves, but if the Officers are a 1 Jo w'd 
to impofe upon them, Under-Spur- leathers are always 
the Tyrants 5. a Government regulated by Laws, and 
Governed according to fuch Regulations, never wil- 
lingly put it into the power of any Inferipur Officer to 
Tyrannize over his fellow Subjeds. 

I obferve there are forts of people who are willing 
to promote a general Licenfe, and very ftudioui to 
defend it ^ but 'tis plain they are fuch as promote Prin- 
ciples in Argument, which they can but very forrilv 
defend ^ and flattering themfelves,from whit Grounds 
I believe they themfelves hardly know ^ that they 
may obtain a Licenfer to their Advantage, they fnp- 
pofe from thence a liberty to obtrude their prepofte- 
rous Notions upon the World, and by favour of a- 
Law and an Arbitrary Licenfer, partial to their own- 
Faftions, fupprcfs the poffibiiicy of a reply. 

Thefe people are in the right to dcfire fuch a thing, 
a> aLicenfer j, ior faUc and defigning Reafoning, re- 



quires- 
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4^ires the fupport of Power to defend it from the 
invincible force of Truth and Demonftration. 

'hwt methinks they (hould be able to fee that the 
.prefent Government is not fo fuited tothofePrinciples^ 
as that they ftiould cxped fo Arbitrary and unjudlfia* 
ble an Office ihouid be ereded, after fo many Years 
T)eing laid fide. 

The People of Ettgland do not believe the Parlia- 
ment will make a Law to abridge them of that Liberty 
♦they fhould prote(fV, for rho' it were more true than 
it is, that the Exorbitances of the Prefs ought to be 
reftrain*d, yet I cannot fee how the fnpcrvihng, and 
palBngall the Work? of the L . nrncd part of the World • 
by one or a few Men, and giving them an abfolute 
Negative on the Prefs, can pollibly be reconciled to the 
liberty of the Englifh N.itl-n. 

Laws are often made againft Fafl-s not in themfelvcs 
unlawful, but as Convergence and Kcafon of St.i re re- 
quires, and CircumQanccs may make a thins; unfit to 
be allow'd in a Country, which would otherwife be 
no Crime ^ but in thefe Cafes fuch Laws are enforc'd 
by a Penalty, and he th it will fuffer the Penalty, ia 
always at Liberty to commit the Crime. 

But in this cafe a Man Is abridi^'d of his Lib-^rty, 
and muH- not do this or that, whether it Tranfgrcf- 
fls the Law or no. Lor Example, a perfon having 
Writ a Book, brings it'to one or other Licenfer, r!ie 
Law is not cxprefs that fuch a Rook fhall not ap-x^r 
in the World, there is no Crime committed, but the 
Book Ihnll be DamnM in its Womb, not because any 
thing in it is offenfive to the Government, Irreligious, 
Blafphenious, or any other way Criminal, not be- 
cauTe 'cis a Book unfit to appear, but becaufe Mr. Lf- 
4:cnfer docs not pleafc to like it. 

J know no Nation in the World, whofe Govern- 
ment 
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nmt b not peifediy Defpodck, that evtf inakei pre' 
irentive Laws, 'tis eoongb to make Lawt to paniffi 
Crimes when, they are committed^ aod not topqt 
It in the power of any liogte Man, on pretence of prsK 
vbnting Offences to commit worfe. 

Even the Laws againft Theft and Murther, do not 
fay they (hall not commit the Crime, but if they do; 
they fiuill be fo and fo punifh'd. Tis for the Com- 
mands of Ood to fay, T&cu fisdt not do this or that^ 
KiU^ Steal ^ commit Adultery^ and the like ^ but Man 
. can only fay, if any Man (hall wilfully do this, or 
Cliat, commit this or that Crime, he (hall fuifcr fuch ' 
orfuch Pains, and Penalties^ and fomeareof opini- . 
cm, all men have a Native right, as to Human JJhert/^ 
to commit any Fad, if they fubmit to the penalty 
which the Law inflids 5 for as to its being a Cm a- 
gainft God, the Laws have nothing to fay to that, and 
as to a lin j^in(t Civil Government, there can be no 
fuch thing as a Crime till the Fad is committed, and 
therefore to anticipate the Man by Laws, before the 
Crime, is to abridge him of his Liberty without a 
Crin^^ and (b make a Punlfhment without a Tranf- * 
greffion, which is illegal in its own Nature, and Ar- 
nitrary in the moik intenfe diegree. 

It might not be imprqper here to Examine what 
particular Inconveniences attend fuch a Law in our 
prefent Cafe, and upon what fu(t Grounds I except 

I. I objed againft it as the firft (Vep to rcftore Ar- 
bitrary Power m this Nation, and the worftway of 
reftoring it, viz» by a Law. For to go back again to that 
which we once complain*d of as Arbitrary, is a tacit 
acknowledging the former Complaint to be groundlef?, 
and giving us caufe to think that there's more (keps of 
that Nature to be introduced. 

■TiailimakingPrecedentsin cafes fodangerouS|Where 

she 



' tiie!L3)erty of aMation 1$ concetn'd^ and T tahil<nirdoub|( 
biU osr wife Legiflators will confldef what thd€6iir 
ftquences of yielding, in the leaTI: point ottlik ,Subje€$ 
Priviledgcs are, andwehave ail ways found ^em very 
tender of the leaft pundllio's of that J^reat Fundamen- 
tal, the Peoples Liberty. Tis needleuT to -qdote Cafe^ 
the general pradice of the Houle of Conifdoni^ evct 
ilnce the liberty of theSubooft, was to fedire ihs &tr 
gltjh freedom, and carefally to watch againft all En- 
croachments of any fort, either from without or fron^ 
any Parties among themfelves. 

2. Tis a Foundation of Frauds, Briberiei, and all 
the ill pradices poilible ^ the abfolute conduft of 
confiderable an Article, being committed to the 
Breaft of a few Men, every part of their proceedings arc 
Arbitrary and Unreafonable: Nay, even, when he paf- 
fes a B6ok that ought to be pa(s*d, yet'*tis Arbitrary in 
him, becanfe hepaffes it not becaufe it ought to to»be 
tpafs'd, but became he has feceiv'd fome Per^ifite,Gra- 
tuity, or other Argument to prevail upon.hidi to do it 

TaJie this Licenfo without a Fee, and fancy an Au- 
'^thor brings a Copy to him, fuppofe of Divinity, and 
where is the Book againft which he.can findjcioexcufcR, 
tho' Penn*d with never fo much caution? here It refleAs 
upon the Church, there upon the Govefnipent^ ti^is 
feems to look afquint on fuch an Article of the Church 
of Etfgidftd^ that at too much a Ceremony in the Liturgy 
and Kubrick, and he cannot allow it to he^Puhllfli'd 3 
but feod him the n^t morning two or thrte 'Qtmuu^ 
and you Iiave the Imrimaiur at firft word. Suppo^ 
it be aBook of Politicks, then this Sentence is a rdBTe^ 
on on thia gjpeat Man, chat on another, thismajr %- 
tn&t the Parliament, tiiat the Ring or Queen, butttOl 
the Guineas fets it all to right again, the Coldinakes 
the Book Orthodox and Loyal, and private ConChrd- 
^ive Objedionsvanifliin the Mift raifed beforehis Eyes 
K^*heMon» Tiien 



^Efeca fuj^pole' this 6r tiftt Lkfenfer^ a Part y-^drii tKat 
iSi One p'iit in, and upheld by a tarty ; fuppofe him -of 
any Party, which you pleafe, and a Man of the oppofitc 
Kidney, brings him a Book, he viewil the ,Chara<^er of 
the Man, 0, fays he, </ kti0i» ti^e Aiiihw^- 'jbe^ it a '^-damtNt 
^\j^^,or\fft4aAiw^tt^ rU l^^ nme if in Writht^; 
here is Bribery on* one Hand; ^pttttaliiy co'1^ttjes''en-32e^ 
other; but get a Man of his, own Kidney to own the 
Very fame . Bo6&» and as he refiis*d it without bpenihg be- 
fore, heis asiealie to :paf^ it now, not for the'Gocx) o/ 
lU in the Book, but<dn both Hands foif/tfae Charader bFch^' 
Authqr.'^ - ' " -'.-^ ' • ' ' '*V 

There is another Caeine of Fraud ' comes* in *tb make 
up this XomplkpftioA of* Frauds, and -ill Pradlices, a^d' 
f;ji^is:the^Meflef9jgei^'0f4AeFrefii;'''an(^ Aialeirves' fbr'^h^ 
BeceiYer, whiio the t'other: is the Th--f, and 1i6 "takef 
the Feibs, and the Lioenier does the Work^ and *ib' calling 
up together they bring all to aii Account oif Profit .aw 
Lois.. This is^ Broker orthe PftefSy the Slxxrk^obber 
of the Licenle-Office; b< Talks -with you, ancK^lTreats'^' 
with any Body to get aBiook Lteenfed, and Rates hn Pees 
as he finds the peiftm inore or leB^Obh^ods c6lus Ma* 

ftw, orhisftrty, . ^ 

' « '. ■ • » . . 

This is a Nqw Moufe-Trap, and he' that wiH-obme^ 
into the Pcefs inufi exped to be catch'd in it, and'theti id 
a little Tine all the K>rce of the Law. lb fiur as deligtt*^ 
araaflr*the.l£xiMtecaflte of the Ite' is Evaded and Elutfefd, 
au revolver in the Bribery said 'Villainy of Officers aiidLi* 
cenfeciy the Law looks like a Phatitome of the Brain, niade 
6r one Man in an Age tocailota F'ortuiieby, aad hemuft 
turn Round to perform it. 

•B Thcfe 



Thcfe Tiiingg have often bcca confidcr'cr in Parliamcnr, 
and have been the true Realbns why our Wile Reprefetv- 
ters« (ho* wiUing enough to Reftrain any undue Liberty, 
yet have always avoided this Pernitious Remedy, as a 
thing of much worfe Confequence to the Conflitunon and 
Privileges of EnglifhwcH^ than the Licentioufaefs of the 
Prels canbeto the Goveramenc. 

ToGufCtiic ill Uftof Liberty, with a Deprivatimi oT 
Liberty, is like cutting off tlie Leg to ctm the Goiit i» 
ibeToe^ i4te ^xpelHng Poifim with to» Rpnk t PoifiM^. 
where both may ftruggie whidi Potfon ihall pfvail,, hat: 
which ibever prevails, die Patient fufl^s* 
. IfcheEiorbitance of Ibme fewPeopte ia Pciiitiog. Sc^ 
£(ious and Dangerous Boolu(, miift A&idge alL the Men^ 
steaming in (he Nactoii of jMr Liberty in Ptinting^. 

after exf^eeding tml and BaiMFedried PiiHa. tjiCT are 
vtUh» t9 CommttaleiRe to iMkacyvitbeftlwho wiU Stu- 
dy, \sbo- Witt heed up theii Childtca to Letters, whok^ 
all the FtiMts of thejf Labottfs ait Ualufcea .the fibft of 
'^u^^ViM^su^y Sseatlpof Meieenaiy . c 

■ By %b.aLaift ^ftitev of- waLfttetSi oTKiiowledge 
too little to fit him for a Ballad-Singer, ihall be Capable of 
Tyrannizing over the whole V^orld of Learning, and n»» 
. BopiiL c|m fee the Light without his ka^^ when after a 
2k{a|i his wpotefCnfMi^ tolia?eaU.tkie.Woc(d aduioWied&e 
H(iii, a(Ki fuch a Wo^rk, fchieh in fome Gountrieaha woiud. 
havefi^GietKQiacificatioa fer, heie he ftafl^not bcAow 
ft 9a|!heWotkl» without patting hnafetfte the Charge of. 
Bribing tbeLicii^r, and (b cannot give diem Ids Ls»oor». 
iNit hi. imia g^rethemliis Money too*. 



(9) 

In this very thing the King of France out does all the 
Princes of Europe, where fuck Encouragement is given to 
Learning, that all ufeful Books in the World now (peak 
Frenchy and a Man may be an UniverOil Schollar, read 
Virgil, Horace, OviJ, and all the Anticnt Poets ; Cicero^ 
PlatOy Epi^etuSy Ariftotle, and all the Anticnt Philofo- 
phers ; St. Athanafius, St. AuguJitMey and all the Primitive 
Fathers ; Plutarch^ Uvy, and all the Anticnt Hiflorians, 
and yet neither underftand a Word of Greek or Lafi», 
and pray let us Examine if ever the Prefs has been Re- 
ilrain'd to the Abfolute Power of a Licenfer or Rcvifer, 
on the contrary all the Liberty and Encouragement ima- 
ginable has been given to the Prefs, all the Abbics, and 
publick Libraries in the Kingdom are oblig'd to take One, 
and when any Author has publilh*d an Extraordinary 
Piece, the King himfelf has thought fit to reward him 
with a Magnidence, peculiar to the Pride and State of the 
French Court. 

But this Liberty has been the Life of Learning, and 
€ver fmce Cardinal Richlieu Ere^ed the Royal Academy, 
no Nacion in the World ever f!ouri(h*d in Learning hke 
them. 

The Englifh Nation has always carried a figure equal to 
their Neighbours, as to all forts of Learning, and in fome 
very much fupcrior, and cho* without all tliofe Encourage- 
ments, have not yet funk their Cliara<^er that way. But 
we cannot fay that Learning is grown to fucli a height that 
it needs a Check, that it wants a Tyrant of the Prefs to 
govern it : Knowledge is much Improved, 'tis confefs'd, but 
the World is not fo over-run with Letters, that iu ibould 
be Tax*d as a Vice, and Laws made to Supprcfs the littfc 
Degrees of it, that are attained ta 

B X What 



What thole Gcntletncfl propofe to- th^mfclvcs who are 
Yo lorsvard to prccare, or at leaft fo eagerly plead for this 
Padlock to the Preis, I cannot imagine, unicis k be th^ 
they l^avc fome groups to. ^lape.tlicy fba|i A^ep the 
*Key.>/..".- t • 

And what can the defign of that Power be i If it be that 
they would have the Advantage to Print what they pleafe, 
and that the adverfc Party fhould not have the hberty of 
the Preft to Reply, is a iigii the Caufc they Embark in is 
"not to be Defended, and will not bear an Anivver, and il it 
be that that they would have no Writing all, butfuch 
points as they are doubtful in, 'tis an UiK]uellionable Ar- 
gument that their Caufe worv't bear Canvafing,and tiiat the 
lefs 'tis Ex;iiiuned into, the better f-pr them. 
^ • • 

Some People have an Arrogance peculiar to tlicmlelves, 
and can venture things into ihc World upon the Reputati- 
on of a bold Expreflion, prcfuniing, no Man will venture' 
Examination after the pofitivc Ailertion of their Pen. If 
thelc Gcndcmcn arc ib full of Affurance, Atiglice^ Impu- 
dence, as to afiirm things withouL Ground, when otkcr 
Mfettas well Read as themfelvcs, are at their Elbows r® 
Confute them, to Examine their Authorities and reprove 
them when they Ad without Authority; wl«t work w ould 
Itich Men as thcle make in the World with their Caufc, if 
^is Padlock of the Prefs was fet on by the Laws, and they 
were to keep the Key, that is, in lliort, if they liad a full 
Licenfe to vent their Notions, and the Law (hould place a 
Sentinel of their own at the Door of the Prefs, that no 
Man but he that had the Word ihould come thece. 

' "We filould have more Wyi Rations quoted upon us for 
things no Nation cycj: did, aad Precedents brought in by 



..Whojefaic, wichpur .^ny otfervAiicRoricy dnzn IfrKpri* 
;^;j/«r of the Patty. J ^-.■-..niih li^fn! i.'iliiiii 1 \.^v... 

^ ' l^ew and Old Aflociation-Mcn might tbcn cry out t>f 
Rebellion in Scotland!, from the Presbyterian, and make the 
.Wprld believe the. Camerotiians were up in Arms there to 
rcftorc Epifcopacy. Boys iDay beat Men if their Hands were 
'Ty*d if the Hands of a Party are ever Ty'd up by a Law 
of Licenfmg, 'tis not then who talks Scnfe, or Matter of 
Fadt, nor who has the, bed of the Argument, nor who can 
fay moft to the purpofe, but who (hall be Licenfcd to fpiffk 
what he has to fay, and who nor, who IhailTalk, and wlio 
fliall hold his Tongue. :).,>... . . • ■'{.- 

This I take to be the true (late of the Cafe, arid i£ it be 
fo, I leave it to any body to judge, whether a Lkenfe of 
the Prefs can be confident cither with the Encouragement 
due to Learning, the Liberty of this Nation, the Rcalon 
of the thing, or the Reputation of any Party who defirc 

It remains to Enquire, .. .. ^ - i'.' . : J • > 

. . t ■ , - - - ' 

Fird, Is it then fit the Licehtioufnefs of the Prefs fhould 
be Unreflraind > And Secondly, How (hall it be done I > 

To the Firft I reply. Liccntioufncfs of all lorts ought 
to be Reftrain'd, wliether of the Tongue, the Pen, the 
Prefs, or any thing elfe, and it were well if all forts of 
Liccntioufncfs were aseafy to Govern as this ; but ro Re- 
gulate this Eril by an Evil ten limes more pernicious, is 
doing us no fervice at all. . - . . j . . 



\ 



C*J"5'y things, «id lettiM Wat 

There Jare Parties m all our Jufticc and CMoes tiavcL 
iu^ noc been Punift-d, as Partres and ^A*, fc^c^ 
▼crn d. But [ am not going t6 write a Satyr <m Govern, 
menr, feveral has paid Dear enough for that ; to give mc 
Notice what ,s to be expedcd from foch a Liberty ; as ?iS 
^ the World fo it has to6 much been here, Ufhw i<S2 

liyals of Juftice as this or thac 5/^^ prevaib; 

_ But 'tis pitty the Prefs (houM come ittto a Piirty-Orife: 
This IS iike two Parties going to War, andlcMie d/privin^ 
other of all their Powder and Shot. 'AmminitioH 
Itands always Neuter, or rather, Jack 4 iatJb Sides, every 
Jpdy has It, and clien they get the Viiftftry wlio have mofi 
-Outage to ufe it, aad Condua to manage it. 

And thus 'tis in the Prefs, with fubmil1i6n to Powers, 
tills I tlMflk is a juft Confequeiice from Rcafoo, chat finc^ 
this Nation is unhappily Divided into Parties, avery Side 
oLi^ht to have an equal Advantage in the ufe of the Prcft. 
^ and this can never be in Cafe of Licenfing ; for whatfce- 
ver Party ailumc^ the Power of placing this Paper Ma«- 
Itrate, wiJI, m cf^ed, have an Exciufive Power over the 
Itefs, to give dicir \n^n^^ a full hberty of 4&-»/« and 
to tciuie the other ^ the iib^ty of Refl^ng. . 

Now. as our Legiflation cannot be faid to be of any 
fiariy, bccapic chcy are Wijtok ; fo tliey caonot make a 

Law 



Law which ca^ be cqu4.j;9,^hc Whol^i wbifeii: gjvfcs the 
Power to any one Party, . . 

^ . t - • . ' ■ 

Ic cannot be prov'd, that any on« Party ha3 more Riglu^ 
as a Partjy to Pubiifti any thing than another, and there- 
fore cannot in Jufticc have more liberty given them to do- 
it ; For no Man can juftly Demand an ExcJufive Power, 
where he had no prcippdcnt Right. 

Befides, 'tis a Scandal both to the Merit of a Caufe, and 
the Wit of the Managers, that any Party fhou'd fly to 
die Law to fupprefs his Adverfary 's Per). If two Men fall 
Out, and one having ftruck the other, the Perfon who 
leceiv'd the Blow iiiftead of Fighting him goes to Law with 
him for the Aflault. *Tis a natural Confequence for all Men 
to believe fuch a Man was afraid to Fight ; cither he was 
a Coward in his Nature, or he thought himfelf over-matchr,., 
and his Enemy would be too hard for him. . . 

So where a tarty flies to the Engine of the Law to pre- 
vent their Opponent's appearing in Print, it looks like a: 
GonfelTion that they would have the Advantage, if the. L/- 
krty was not Reftraiu'd by the Law« . 

But then to have a Law which fhould be fo Circum- 
ftanc'd, as that one Party (hall Write and Print, and the o- 
ther lhall not, this has a further Scandal in it, it not only 
Gonfeflfes fuperiority in the Enemy Suppreflbr, but fcems^ 
to have fomething bafe in the Party, like getting, two Mcni 
CO hold a Man while 1 3eat hiqi. . 

The Grand Queftioathen feems thus,. 

You own the Liberty of the Preft ought to \k re- 
(Iraia'd, but you ate of the Opinion a Licence is Arbitra- 
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ry and yn^uit H<yw chea would ym imc the end AS; 
fwec*d? ' ' ' 

Tis not for mc to &irc<^ the Lcgiflacivc Authority, not 
dothelc Sheers prercnd to ic, but to me the ptOpCl^Mc* 
thods Icem co be fuch as follow. ^ '' 
I. To make an Ad that no Man fhall, by Writing or by 
Printing, Argue, Difpute, Rcflcd^ upon, or pretend to Vin- 
dicate luch and fuch Poincs, Pcrlons, Bodies, Members, &c. 
of the State of the Church, or of any other Matter or 
Thing as the Law Hiall mention, and they will be fuch as 

the Law-mikers lee proper to inlerL - . < ; ;^ i 

. , . , > ' >- ' ' . • ' • • 

• z. That if any fhall prcfume to do lb, they ih^i be 
pumih'din fuch oi luch a Manner. - ; ' 

By the firft, all Men will know wh^n they Ttangrels, 
which at prcfent, they do nor; for hi- the Cale now (lands, 
'tis in the Bread of the Courts of Juftice to make any 
Book a Scandalous and Seditious Libel, and nothing is 
more ridiculous than the Letter of nn ladiciment in inch 
Cafes, and the Jury being accounted oiiiy Judges of Evi- 
dence, Judges of Fad^, and not o^- the Nature of % die 
Judges are thereby Uaii(nitjed, 

In the Cafe of Mr. DelauHy who was Indided at the 
Old Bai/y, for Writing a Book, call'd, A Plea for the Nohcoh' 
jorniius, lays the Indi(5lfncnt, dud the Caid Delaun rltd tken^ 
there 6y Force and Arms write the aforejliid Scandaiotts 

and Sediticus Bcok^ aqraj}]]} the Feace of o -'r Sovereign Lord 
the KhiT^^ his Crown and D'tqnity^ which arc the, ad ual Words 
in moil "Indictments of that nnturc; • 

All lIicIc Kvils would be Obvia:cd, and Mcu might 
kiiowj when they Tranrgrcfe, and when they do iiot. 

' .' tA • • • * 

Laws, 
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Iaws in their Original Dcfign are not made to draw 
Men into Crimes, but to prevent Crimes ; L/tws are 
*'Buoys fee- upon dangerous Places under Water, to 
warn Mankind, that fuch Sands or Rocks are there, 
and tha Language of them is, Come hne at your FeriL 

The Crime of an Author is not known ; and I think 
verily no Book can be wrote fo warily, but that if the 
Author be brought on his Tryal, it fhall be eaf}' tor 
a cunning Lawyer, ay for a Lawyer ol no great Cun- 
ning, to put zn InntttTtdo upon his Meaning, and make 
fbme Part of it Criminal. Thus it was in the Cafe of 
"Baxter's Comment ufon the New Tefiament ; ^4l^erpf0^n 
Sidftiji's Anfwer to Sir Robert Filmer ; De LaurPs Plea 
for the NonconformiHs \ Anderton'j two Books \ and l-j 
it may be with this Book, or the bcft in the World. 

Now fince there are Dangers thus conceaTd in thcLa w, 
and no Man can tell when he offends, 'twould be a 
whalfome Piece of Juftice to all the Nation, to place a 
Buojf on the Rock, and whoever fplits on it afterwards 
would deferve ho pity. , — «^ ^ 

Such a Law would be a fufficicnt Reftraint to the 
Exorbitance of the Prefs, for then the Crime would be 
plain, and Men would be afraid of committing it. 
Whereas the prefent uncertainty of the Crime fccms 
to be the greateft Occafion of the Crime, for Men are 
apt to be bold in a Thing which they cannot find cx- 
prefsly Condemned by the Letter of the Law. 

Secondly^ As the Crime may be Ihted, fo may the 
Punifliment, and then no Man can be at the Mercy of 
arbitrary Men; no Sidneys will be found to have Sentence 
revers'd, and Attainders taken oft ; no De LauKs die in 
Prifbn under Hxoi-bitant Fines ; no fojl Fac^um^s, no 
Complaint can be made by the Perlon offending, be- 
vaule they know what they were to truil to. 
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And above all, UieBod oi sc&jssiawgtbc frds VfQvAS 
he obtaiaM by it ; &rwUeaMmkiiaw1»q|i)tbe^^^^ 
and die Pummineiii;» they .wouid be, miictiinorc vmfot 
die ooe for feac oi the owe;. 

I hiimbJy coocieivci^tbfi uaceitainty of both at prefent* 
is the real, ifnot tlw only Ground or the Licenttouiiiefi 
of the Preik Wbea I am told the preieat Libisny ^ the 
Prefs.is a Grievance^ I mud fay, the mfim is plaia^ 
*tisw hecaufe there is a Liberty , and no Law to alcertaia 
the Fa£L But let the Law ad juil the Cricnei and tie it to 
the Peoalty,, that Aathors mav know what to trail: to ; 
there needs no Licenfer to pick Men's Pockets, jpermit 
Csinse&M^iienJie is |>aid for them, and refiife u(^iul and 
vjiuable Books if he is not fee^d. 

But liere remains a Queftion unanfwerMt that in o- 
ther Cafes is not ufual. There are many ways to com- 
mit this Crime, and lieconceaFd; the Crime may be 
committed, and the Makfador hard to be founds and. 
tlierefore the Licenling tlie Fre& was thought neccflary 
to prevent the Fa6l, becaule when committed> the 
Oifender is not eafily brOMght tb Juflice. 

Tins is cafily anfwered, and the Parliament has 
tliought fir, in two Caies, to make.a Precedent thatev 
a£tly reaches the Cafe^ and they are^ frStfM the Caie&f 
buying HoieaGoods ; and the other is, in putting off, or 
exchanging counterfeit Money ; botli which, tho' Ac* 
ceHaries to the Crime, are now made equally Criminal' 
with the Principal, if knowingly done,. 

If' in tlie Calc of the Erels,. a Law be made to make 
thclalt Seller the Author, unlcis the Name of Author, 
printer, or Bookfelltr, be aifix'd to the Book, . then no 
Book can be publiQied, but there will be lome body 
found toanlwerforit.. Wiioever p>it9.a.falie Name, 
ttjfforfeit4»«M c^^,;. 
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Nor can this be thought hard upon the SeDer of tfrc 
Book, becauib as he knows the Coniequence, no fiook- 
feUer will befb foolifb as to (eU any Book that has not 
the Name of fbme Printer, BookfelJer, or Author affix'd 
to the Title and fo this Law will anfwer two Ends to- 
gether \ be a means to prevent the Crime, and fix the 
-Offender if it be committed. 

If the Name of the Author, orof the Printer, or of 
the Bookfeyer, for whom it is printed, be affixM, eve^ 
ry Man is fafethat (ells a Book ; but if not, then no^ 
Man will fell it, but he that hath Ibme private Reafon 
for propagating what the Book treats of, and fucli ai 
Man has lome Title to pafs for the Author. 

I place the Excellency of a Law very much, as before,. ^ 
in;^he fower and Efficacy it has to prevent the. Crimea 
,aSf5iie Juftice of that Law can never be plainer, than 
when the Faft isafcertain'd, the Penalty fettled, and 
the Criminal defcrib'd : No Man can then be Guilty, / 
but he that is wilfully and knowingly fo, and who^ / 
ever is fo, let him fuffer^viQ Maawill be concern'd for him.^ 
All the Excufe iliat ever I could meet with for a Li- 
ccnler, was built upon the DiflEiculty of difcovering the 
true Author of a Book, and the Difficulty being fuch,, 
that no Laws could eafily be made eftcdual, to fix the 
Writer ofany thing, they found room for the Strata- 
gem of aLiccnfer. I call it an Excufe for it, becaulc 
^is plain, tlieLicenfer was not found out as- a Remedy 
for the Evil : But the Defign of a Licenlcr being firi 
pefolv'd on, the pretended Difficulty was made a Handle, 
to introduce the new Engine into the World, and place 
this Monarch of the Prefs, as a Tyrant to exerciie his, 
abfolute Au-rhority over the World of Letters, and io 
fuppreis one Mifchief by another^ . 
♦ But leaving the Prefs in the full Enjoyment of all its juft 
Liberties, and anfwer all ibefe Ends,while 'tis yet I'cnc'd 
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about wicli due 'Rcftiiiiion of Laws, every -Man may 
have a full i^cecdom of promoting the Extent of Learn- 
ing, cxeFcifing his Parts, defending his Argutnents, and 
amwering his Adverfary, and yet at the fame time will 
know how far he may go with lafety, and when he 
traiugrefles : If any . Man then gives offence, he knows 
it, and what he mini: cxpcd ; if any Man does thus oi- 
ieiid, the Law knows tiicQiiender, and/bow topunidi 
him : Aii tiLni;s would run in^ the open free Courft df 
Laws. Crinuiiais and Laws, Offences and Punifliment 
arc lI Oppofites, and ought always to (land ni view of 
one another. If the Punifhincntor the Law is conceai'd 
from the Oiiender, heis trapann'd into the Crime to 
his Deftrudion, when he knows nothing of the Matter, 
and the Law ism^de a Cin or Snare to hook liipi into 
Funiihaient, whichJs contrapy to the N^ure of Laws^ 
and die Prance of all juft Govcrnmeots* 

A Law 'thereforeitofectfewhatan Aidlior may or 
.may not do, to briiig theOffisncesoftheFen ro a Regu- 
lation, and then toannex the Ponilhrnenc eo the Crime, 
would bring all ^this Matter to a Square. 

Authors would be known as loon as the Book, becaufe 
this Law would oblige the Printer or Bookfeller to pkce 
the Author's Namein the Title, or himlel£ 

Nor is it the fmaQ Advantage of this Law, to faaire 
tbePuni&inentof .A!uthorsad)ufted.; for I know no* 
thing in which our Laws have been executed with a 

J greater Irregularity, no Crime has been punUhM with 
ttch ioaprbper Pumihmeots, fuch arbitrary Latitude, or 
'ilich inconiiftent Vanecy. In other Cafes we have 
Crimes and Ponifhments hnk'd together ; if a Man it>l5s 
41 HouTe, cpunta^itsthcCoia,orkiUsaMan,heknows: 
*what he has to trufl to, but Authors have never known 
'Cheir Punifliment : We have had thevery fame Crime 
!{itmiihM witb.trifljlq(^F^des and 

exorbitant 
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exorbitant Fines of a Thoufand Marks, and yet tlic 
Twenty-Shilling- Man hath the greateft Guilt ; writing 
of a Book lias been punifli'd with Fines , Whippings, Pi/- 
lories y Imprifenment for Life y Hdlters and Axts : How 
'tis pofTible the Guilt of the Pen can extend to rncnt aH 
theie feveral Penalties, is a thing I never met with a 
Lawyer yet that could refolvc. 

There mufk bcioinething ellc than Law in the Cafe; 
when I fhall commit an ofcnce, and be Hn'd 20 Mark, 
or perhaps lefs; another, for the (kmc Crime, Hialloot , 
be prolecuted at all; another hang'd or beheaded. 

All the World cannot fiiew me a Crime punilhed by 
ibch unequal Variety, where the Crime is the lame in 
Kind, and can only diifcr in Circumllances ; nor is it 
poflible thofe Circumftances can have 16 much Variety, 
ibch unulual Diftance in their Nature, as there has been 
in the Punifhments ; but all this comes from the Law 
having left the Punilhment unfettled, and plac'd ic ia 
the unlimited Judgments of Men. — 

This Law would alio put a Stop to a certain fort of 
Thieving which is now in full practice in EffgUnd^ and 
which no Law extends 10 punifli, 'viz. fomc Printers 
and Bookfellers printing Copies none of their own. 

This is? really a mofl: injurious piece of V:ultncc, and 
a Grievance to all Mankind ; for it not only robs their 
'Neighbour of their juft Right, but it robs Men of the 
due Reward of Indudry, the Prize of Learning, and 
tbeBenefit of their Studies ; in the next Place, it robs 
the Reader, by printing Copies of other Men uncorred 
andimperfed, makiog furreiiticious a nd Ipurious Col- 
IdSioiiSy and inoamerable Errors, by which the Defign 
of the Author isoften inverced, conceaPd, or dedroy 'd , 
and thelnformatioDthe WbrkU would reap by a cori- 
bus and Well ftiidiedDilcouriey is dwiadM mfo Coo* 
ftiiion and Nonlenft. 

D 'T^vere 



,/Tw«if «Adleij> to ioftaoce in tlie Mifchiefr which 
Iia ve b«en done of tbk kind. An Author printsa Bootk^ 
on a CivU or Religious Subjedl,, Fhtloibpbj^^ 
HiUory, or Subje&y if it be a kurge Volume^ k 
i>iall be in^mediately skridgU by io&De m^mqary Book* 
icllLf, jcmploying a Hackney- wrkcr , who fiiall give 
iuch a contrary 1 urn to the ScaSf, fucha talft Idea of 
theOeHgn, and fb huddle Matters of the greateftCen* 
iequence togetlier in abrupt Genei^ats, that no greater * 
Wroiig can j^edonetotheSubjed; thus the fak of a 
Volume ot twenty ShUUngs is fpoil'd, l^- perfwading 
F(f0ple ^lat the SubiUacc of the Book is contained in tlie 
Snmniairy ot^ 4 price , the Undertaker is ruin'd, the 
deader unposM upon,and the Author^s perhaps ao i^ears - 
Labour loii and undervalued : I refer my Reader, for 
ttie I ruch of this, to the feveral Abridgments of the 
' X^rk/Jh Hiliory, Jo/t^m, Baxfer^s Life, and the hke. 

^ I ilunk in Jufticc, no Maikhas a Right to make any 
. Abridgment of a Book, but the Proprietor of the Bookj- 
- and 1 am fure no Man can be(b well quaJiHed foi* the 
doing it, asthc Antlior, if aHve, becaufcno Man can 
be tapiibic oi knawing ti^e true Scnfe of the Defign^ 
or of givittg it a due Turn iik^ him that composed.- 

i lis W liic Su it bort oi the Pids-I'iracy, the next is. 
piiaang Hooks in iinalkr Pnnr, and mi >ner Taper, io 
. o[dcr to (ell them iower than the Hrll' Imprctiion. Thus 
as {con as a Book is pubiiih'd by the Author, a ra^kally . 
hcliosv buys it, and invinediately falls to work upon it, 
AhCi it It was a H'jijk ot a Crown, he will contract it 
io as to icU it for two Shillings, a Book of thtee ShilU , 
ffigs.for one Shilling, a Pamphlet of a Shilling, for 2d^ 
' a 5ix-penny Hook inapenoy Sheet, and the like. This. 
IS cown-right robljingon the High-way, or cutting a 
iuile^. (were they not afraid of their Deierts) is a 
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Ruin to Trade, a Difcouragement to Learning; and 
the Shame of a well mannag'd Government. rJ\ :> '-^ 
The Law wc are upon, effe(5fcually fuppreffes this 
nioft villainous Pradlice, for every Autlior being o- 
biig'il to fct his Name to the Book he writes, has, 
by this Law, an undoubted exclufive Right to the • 
Property of it. The Ciaule in the Law is a Patent 
' to the Author, and fettles the Propriety of the Work* 
wholly in himfelf, or in fuch to whom he fhallalBgii • 
it^ and 'tis reafonable it Ihoiild be fb: For if an 
Author has not the right of a Book, after he has 
made it, and the beneHt be not bis own, and tlie . 
Law will not protect him in tliat Benefit, 'twouid 
be very hard the Law fhould pretend to punifl) him 
§?r it. 

\ *T would be unaccountably (everc, to make a Man 
anfwcrable for the Mifcarriages of a thing whicli he. 
fhall not reap the benefit of if well perforna'd ; there 
is no Law lb much wanting in the Nation^ relating ' 
to Trade and Civil Property, as this, nor is there a 
greater Abufe in any Civil Employment, than the* . 
printing of other Mens Copies, every jot as unjitoflr* • 
as lying with their Wives, and breaking-up their 
Houfes. . • 

This Grievance a Liceufer will never remedy; nay' , 
chcfe People who ad them in fecret, and without • 
Principles, arcout of the reach of aLiccnffPy fcu:rhey . 
value not the Law, arc un^tccountdle themjel-vesy and," 
have their Hawkers and Mannagers under them. 

But if an Author has a Right of Action given 
. him by Law, not againft him only who lliall print • 
his Copy, but agairill the Publiliicr of it alio ; and . 
this Law being made full and exprefs, the Evil will die, ■ 
for no body will dare to fell tlic Book, when the vi- 
lainous Pirate has finilh'd the Imprelfion. 

Ik ^ 



|i rit has bsen' obje£led againfl: f4ch a Regulation of* Ik 
the Prcfs, That ir will fill' the Town witli fcanda-^ 
lous Lampoons and P4/^«i;»ri^{?ej-, which vviil Ixihaitd^ , - 
ed about in manufcript, and do as much harm as^ 
Printing.. To this I muft anfwer, ' A Reftraint upoit^ . 
the* Prels will do fo, and always did^ and I appca* 
to any iMan's Judgment, to fhew me a time whea--»' 
ever the Town fwarm'd with things of that Nature,* 
as.it did in King Charges thei Second's Time, King'* • 
James^, and-fome part of King PViMtam\ when the- * 
VvtCs was under the Government of a Licenfer, anct ' 
therefore this Law can no way be more inftrumcn-V/ 
tal to it than that was, nor I think will not be Co]\ 
fnuch.i#*'.,i* ^ • * J4*y** , ' jc*' * 3" * ^'^ 

• :« * '• * ' 

* J?ianfe'e no further Objeftion agaiirft my 'Opinion, 
and*Thall be very willing to confider it when Imeet --. . 
with it; in the mean time, if any one can propofea'-'* 
better M^iftio*^ more agreeable to the J^uftice Of:tb^.. 
Nation, and more effe^ual to ail the Ends that ar^S'-^'".; 
needful to be confidcr'd, I hope he will not be di^- 
courtg'd by this Eilay, from making thePropofal. . : f< 
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C lir^ "'^^'^ manner eff, Ion 
II/ iin all un rent cljargc fjo^js 
50 certain tecre, ^ i\ gtanta al 
tenant ue la terf, le Eent^cliaror, 
^c. $ la caiifc eft, pnc ceo que 
appiert, per le?^ parole M giant, 
que le mnwt le mm eft, que le 
tenant aucia le rent, (jc* ^ entant 
que il ne puit a^er ne perceitjer 
afcun rent (jo^c Be fon tecre Dc- 
niefne, pur ceo le fait ferra I'nten^ 
Uuc $ p^i0 pur r plui0 atujnntagc 
$ aijallc pur le Ccnant ciue puit 
effe p?i'0, $ ceo eft pec Dop ne er- 
ti'ngui'fljnicnt. 



IN the fame Manner it is, where 
one hath a Rent-charge out* of 
certain Land, and he grant to the 
Tenant of the Land the Kent- 
charge, Cjc, And the Rcafon is, for 
that it appcarcth by the Words of 
the Grant, That the Will of the 
Donor is,That the Tenant fliall have 
the Rent, C^c. and inaf^iuch as he 
cannot have or perceive any Rent 
out of his own Land, therefore the 
Deed fhall be intended and taken for 
the moft Advantage and Avail for 
theTenant,that it may be taken, and 
this is by Way of Extinguifliment. 



C "D^^C if tl)c (Cjantcc of tl)c IScnt-cbargc grantcti) it to the Cenniit of tbc HauD nnD a 
Jl> Stranger, it il>all be cftinguiftjeD but foj tl;c ^©oictr : 3nn lo it ts of a ^ciguion'. 
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C TCem, fi jeo left'a Cerre a un 
J ijome per termc nans, puiis 
feo conficma fo eftate fans pUus 
parolr nutter en le fait, per eel il 
nati pliusi greintier eftate q g term 
Hans, Cicome li al3oit aDe)3ant* 



ALfo, if I let Land to a Man for 
Term of Years, and after I 
contirm his Eftate, without putting 
more Words in the Deed, by this 
he hath np greater Eftate than for 
Term of Years, as he had before. 



flTVyfe^g) fi jea relelTa a lup 
iVl mon D^oit que jeo ape en 
Ic terre fans plufs parols mitter 
tn le fait, Il ao eftate ne franUtc- 
nement* Jfftnt popes entenu , 
mo fitjs, Ditjcrs granbs Tifuerfiti'ejs 
genter Eeleafejs (t Confirmatlonis* 



BUT if I releafe to him all my 
Right which I have in the 
Land, without putting more Words 
in the Deed, he hath an Eftate o^ 
Freehold. So thou n^ayft underftand 
(my Son) divers great Diverfities be- 
tween Releafes and Confirmations. 



Jin tl^cfe ttoo i^c8ion0 (f t^c fetenti} CaCc^ W:«r«i'n a ViMU m Coufinnatton Do tifftr^ 



